FROM THE 
FEDERAL 
SECRETARY 


| do apologise for the incredible 
delay in getting this issue to you — 
the fault is all mine. Following the 
Federal Rally | was whisked off to 
England for a whirlwind briefing 
session at Crewe and Hythe Road, 
with the annual rallies of the Bent- 
ley Drivers’ Cub and the Rolls-- 
Royce Enthusiasts’ Club thrown in 
for good measure. 

Add to the above the various 
commitments that got put aside 
during June and July and you have 
one totally disorganised Federal 
Secretary. We have _ therefore 
lumped two issues into one for the 
third time in six years. it has got to 
stop. 


Federal Rally 1980 — Canberra 


As everyone received an invita- 
tion to attend you will be aware of 
the program. The only alteration 
was a dinner dance at a local golf 
club in lieu of a dose of Les Girls at 
Bunratty Castle. Wendy Friezer 
aided by a few stalwarts stage-- 
managed the whole show which 
by all accounts was more success- 
ful. 

A small break for a commercial. 
The headquarters for the rally was 
located at the Embassy Motel, 
Deakin hosted by Max Riley, who 
earned the reputation of the most 
helpful person in Canberra apart 
from running an excellent estab- 
lishment. 

This is mentioned to assure visi- 
tors to our palatial capital, that 
Max will be very happy to look 
after you. 

Jim Redman ran what | believe 
to be one of our first shops. Con- 
sisting mainly of books and pam- 
phlets, the stock did include a 
variety of bits and pieces at gen- 
erally reasonable prices together 
with a good stock of club jewellery 
and clothing. | hear that New 
South Wales Branch is to hold an 


COVER — David Jones’ and Rob 
Griffiths’ © award-winning _ Silver 
Ghost 2617 


pocneat ' 


IRR 820 


The temporary Federal transport SYD62 Silver Cloud I! subsequently bought 
by Brian Burgess of the ACT. 


The shop did a roaring trade. 
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David Kneway drifting SRH 13279 


This was a continuous procession of public bottoms over this seat 


auction shortly when many a dis- 
carded bit will see the light. 


The concours started with the 
assembly of some 130 cars in 
Parkes Place, the ‘‘paddock’’ on 
the lake facing Parliament House. 
The Queen was the last motorist 
allowed there and even She wasn’t 
allowed to drive. The convoy to 
Lanyon some 15 miles distant was 
breath-taking and led by the cele- 
brated Horden Ghost of David 
Jones. A side thought here is that 
David’s car was esconced over- 
night in the local Deakin Shell Ser- 
vice Station to which my car has 
been addicted for the past 15 
years. | had great pleasure in 
pointing out to the proprietor that 
the Ghost was worth more than his 
station. 


An estimated 2,000 people turned 
up to see the cars at Lanyon, half of 
which paid their money and trooped 
through the homestead — a record 
in itself. Two members of our local 
constabulary, Jerry Picker and Ron 
Learmonth, terrified all the drivers 
into keeping a reasonable convoy 
discipline and we arrived without in- 
cident. Jerry was so fascinated with 
the deafening swish of tyres as he 
wheeled them through intersections 
that on arrival he confiscated a 
Bentley | had taken and after sub- 
duing his wife bought it. | rode his 
bike back. Well not really — but we 
now have a new Canberra member 
with a very nice car. 


The Coburn camper was pressed 
into service as a shop — dragged to 
location by Dennis Sowden our 
Perth Past-President with Jim Red- 
man’s Ford. Bill Flemming stopped 
by and asked if he could help and 
found himself with a well loaded 
trailer full of Silver Cloud engine 
which fell out in my garage one night 
when Jeremy Gregg from Quean- 
beyan got busy with a spanner. 
Jeremy and his lovely daughter 
Phillipa foolishly asked Wendy 
Friezer if they could help and didn’t 
touch ground for 24 hours. 


John Baker who is mentioned fre- 
quently on our various pages did 
some __ extraordinary movements 
with government machinery and an- 
other small crisis was solved. 


People came from far and wide. 
Jonathan Harley came to service 
the Horden Ghost, the legendary 


Jumbo Goddard towered over the 
melee, the Moorhouses crusaded 
from Queensland and Ted Ward 
brought his much discussed Phan- 
tom from Victoria. | will have to 
stop and offend the rest. Every 
State was represented. Edward 
Godfrey arrived from South Aus- 
tralia in a Commodore — appar- 
ently a not uneventful trip and 
would of course have been wel- 
come on a push bike. 


One highlight of the Concours 
was the attendance of four Com- 
monwealth cars, one of which was 
the Governor-General’s. | had to 
lend him my Holden but it was 
worth it. It was a most generous 
effort by the Government. Ironic- 
ally the Minister of the Depart- 
ment concerned remarked to me 
some two years ago when | gave 
him a lift to the airport that it was 
the first time he’d ridden in a Rolls- 
Royce — and he has 12!! 


| will leave the remaining record 
of the Rally to other pages. But the 
congratulations of all who attend- 
ed must go to N.S.W. Branch for a 
splendid event. 


Future Rallies 

Secreted in this capital, it is very 
difficult to know the views and 
wishes of the many members who 
did not attend the rally. We wonder 
for what reason and what will it take 
to get you to Shepparton next year. 
For those who can write please let 
me know. Bill Flemming has penned 
some thoughts on the aims of rallies 
which should be of interest. 


Federal Council this year agreed 
to change the rotation of future 
rallies which are now rescheduled 
as follows: 


Shepparton (Vic) 1981 
Queensland 1982 
South Australia 1983 
New South Wales 1984 
Western Australia 1985 
Victoria 1986 


To Mecca and Back 

| had visited Crewe in 1969 hav- 
ing joined the RROC Inc. some 5 
months previously. That visit ter- 
minated in a wild dash along the 
Crewe railway platform to catch the 
5.30 train. It certainly left many im- 
pressions. Ten years later | returned 
as a guest, to be briefed on ways in 
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Sir Robert Menzies $3 is now in the National Heritage 


which we could help the Company in 
protecting its most valuable assets, 
its trade marks and copyrights. 
More of that later. 


Arriving at Heathrow | was met by 
a Company chauffeur who had me 
wait in a penned-off enclosure whilst 
he found the car in one of those 
monstrous multi-storied car parks. 
Four times | waved down approach- 
ing Shadows before the driver ar- 
rived in a T2 Bentley! London’s like 
that. We drove into one of the town’s 
most exclusive hotels The Con- 
naught and having alighted with the 
aid of the Commissionaire, | prac- 
tised looking like a Rolls-Royce type 


arriving at the Connaught whilst my 
baggage was unloaded. 


| had just about perfected my 
stance when up drove a Phantom VI 
not with just a chauffeur but a 
footman to boot! Door is opened and 
out stepped Madam — unidentified, 
wearing one of those English wool 
suits that would look immaculate 
even whilst the wearer was being 
strangled by a rabid gorilla during a 
fall down a lift well. Madam glided in 
—1!slunk. 


The following morning _ that 
household name of Rolls-Royce, 
Dennis Miller-Williams collected me 


. a 


Kensington Gardens with the B.D.C. 


A very famous profile much publicised in the BDC Quarterly 


in — a Camargue. Having not seen 
one | was mystified as to what | was 
viewing. A cavernous boot, the gym- 
nastics to attain the back seats — 
despite the enormous door and 
worrying that my hair would soil the 
head lining were the first impres- 
sions. 


The upholstery sank, | stretched 
out and that extraordinary air-con- 
ditioner sorted out my ambients. 
Seventy thousand pounds there, 
over quarter of a million dollars here 
— it had to be good and it was. But 
we were arriving at Kensington 
Gardens where the BDC Rally was 
in full swing. 


Prince Albert and W.O. 


Some 250 cars, many famous in 
my mind from pictures in overseas 
journals, were assembled in front of 
that incredible memorial to Albert. 
The judges were very busy having 
an extraordinary task but we were 
not to learn the results as we left for 
Oxford at four for the annual dinner 
of the RREC. 


Four fingers of duty-free Scotch 
and a quiet chat with Bruce Ross 
restored some sanity and | was 
launched into a seemingly vast 
crowd of people in evening gear 
presenting themselves for dinner. 
| had no trouble identifying Eric 
Barrass before finally meeting 
him. He photographs badly being 
at least 20 years younger in ap- 
pearance than Gibby portrays him 
in the Bulletin. 


Peter Baines, John Shroeder and 
the Chairman Roy Brookes ap- 
peared from the crowd to make 
me so very welcome and everyone 
was still bubbling with the won- 
derful opening of the Foundation 
at Paulespury a short time before. 


Dinner was excellent with very 
intimate speeches including a 
short-address of welcome by one 
member in four languages.The 
following morning | was en- 
deavouring to have a very esoteric 
conversation with an owner only 
to find that he had very little Eng- 
lish but lots of Belgian. Have you 
ever tried discussing the in-built 
jacking system in French! | think | 
unwittingly made an indecent sug- 
gestion at one stage but analogies 
are always dangerous. 


Dennis Miller-Williams asked me 
if I’d like to drive the Camargue to 
Yarnton where the Concours was to 
be held. | took .08 seconds to decide 
and off we went. My lasting memory 
was racing down the motorways 
with other Shadows _ pulling 
alongside to gawk. A Camargue is 
something even in Rolls country. 

Then | discovered this button. 
Some have used the speed control 
before but it was new to me. Switch 
on, push the button in the end of the 
gear lever and we accelerated to 70 
mph, release and we stayed there. 
Coming up to a roundabout, touch 
the brake, auto control cuts out, 
around the bend into the straight 
and slide the switch to resume. 
Pause, the acceleration disappears 
from be- 
neath the foot and you are hustled 
back up to 70 again. It was quite 
uncanny. 


The Yarnton Rally 

Arriving at Yarnton we entered 
Paternoster Farm, the property of 
the Chairman of the RREC, Ted 
Harris, where the concours was to 
be held. Shocks are best received in 
small doses so | was glad to be early 
and find a mere 50 or so cars 
assembled. Even at that stage 
there was an air of quiet organ- 
isation among the dozen or so tents 
lining the fence. There, apart from 
providing catering facilities was in- 
cluded a Club Headquarters and 
shop, a tent for Eric to shelter in and 
provide a focal point for the many 
visitors, and a number of stalls sell- 
ing spares, new and second hand, 
books and, trivia and finally quite 
elegant ‘loos’ in the best English 
sense. 

The field split into pre and post 
war Cars and totalled, by the end of 
the day in excess of 500 vehicles. 
The weight of numbers seemed to 
be slightly on the post-war side. 
Time and heavy issue of jet-lag pre- 
vented me from documenting the 
many cars seen but | hope the 
accompanying pictures give a gen- 
eral impression of the scene. 


To Cheshire 

Mid-afternoon, the Secretary of 
the Company John Dodd bundled 
me into a nearly new T2 Bentley and 
we headed north to the Roman 
country of Cheshire and home of 
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The factory Camargue with Dennis Miller-Williams looking for his tranquil- 


isers before | drove. 


Eric Barrass’ tent. 
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Rolls-Royce Motors since the war. 
After some 130 miles we arrived at 
John’s home where | was to enjoy 
he and his wife Jill’s hospitality over 
the next four days. Bed was very 
welcome that night. 


The next four days was a whirl- 
wind of inspections, instructions, 
visits and meetings giving me an 
over-view of the Company's oper- 
ations afforded to few. On_ the 
production side my heaviest im- 
pression was the enormous bur- 
den imposed by the various coun- 
tries importing Rolls-Royces, in 
the field of so-called safety and 
pollution control measures. 


The various organisations 
spawned by the ideals of Mr. 
Nader are now self motivating in 
their perceived function. Australia 
has to have a special sized speed- 
ometer, Japanese imports sound 
buzzers under the seat at 60 mph 
and now North American cars 
have speedometers calibrated to 
80 mph!!! 


A line up of the Belgian contingent at the RREC meeting at Yarnton. 


Fuel Injection is in! 

The American West Coast en- 
vironment has long demanded cat- 
alytic mufflers to break down certain 
emmissions from cars. It is essential 
that these cars do not use leaded 
fuels but despite elaborate sign 
posting, some have tried it. The re- 
sult is an inferno beneath the car 
capable of starting grass fires and 
burning the carpets off the floor. 
Nothing very remarkable about a York Motors trade plate — except that the Such idiots have to be protected 
car was in England at the RREC Rally with heat sensors and alarms. 


Further legal restrictions in em- 
missions have now dictated a very 
accurate fuel control to get the best 
performance from the catalysts in 
the mufflers. (N.B. If school is but a 
memory, a Catalyst is a substance 
which causes other substances to 
react with each other with itself, (the 
catalyst being unaltered). 


The factory have adopted the 
Bosch K_ Jetronic system which 
injects fuel into the intake stream 
immediately above the inlet valve. 
There is, of course, no carburetor. 
The accelerator controls a ‘‘butterfly 
valve’ admitting air to the engine; a 
sensor then monitors the actual flow 
at the intake. The fuel distributor ap- 
portions the precise amount of fuel 
required for the amount of induced 
A general view of the fuel injection system. air. The fuel is continuously sprayed 


in an atomised form and the mixture 
is drawn into the cylinders when the 
inlet valve opens. 


Well, all that is quite simple but 
there are a few other bits. A roller 
cell pump circulates fuel via an ac- 
cumulator and twin filters (the throw- 
away kind) back to the tank. 
The pump is switched on through 
a relay in turn activated by pulses 
from the ignition circuit. This 
feature has been on all the cars for 
some time to overcome the prob- 
lem of the fuel pump ticking away 
after an accident. 


Location of oxygen senior (14) 


Each engine cylindcer is fitted 
with a differential pressure valve 
and a Lambda control system is 
added to the Bosch system to 
monitor the unconsumed oxygen 
content of the exhaust gases. An 
oxygen sensor is fitted in the ex- 
haust pipe ahead of the mufflers. 
This sensor measures the oxygen 
content of the exhaust and com- 
pares it to that of the outside air; a 
difference generates a_ voltage 
which in turn signals an electronic 
control unit which controls the in- 
jection system. 


Special arrangements are made 
for cold starting, full load and failure 
of the sensor. 


Well if you are still awake you will 
agree that such complexities are 
mind boggling to the back yard me- 
chanic — the reaction of the restorer 
in 30 years hence will be pitiable. 


Innovations yet to be seen 


Rolls-Royce Motors along with 
many other manufacturers quote a 
policy of continuous development. 
Much of this is unsung and only of 
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A digital display on the current Corniche. The left hand figure is the outside 
temperature, measured behind the front bumper. The right hand figures is an 


elapsed time indicator. 


interest to owners, enthusiasts and 
the poor devils in the service in- 
dustry. Hence it was quite by acci- 
dent | happened on the fuel injection 
but new cars now have electric exter 
mirrors, doing away with the difficult 
cables. The Corniche and Cam- 
argue are featuring digital display 
units for a clock (that tick has finally 
been laid to rest) and an elapsed 
time indicator. 


| saw a current Buick featuring 
digital display with some dozen se- 
lection buttons for a variety of dis- 
plays including speed, fuel con- 
sumption, temperature, as well as 
computers to advise on speeds to 
be adopted for a particular sortie. 
Gimmicking of course gone mad. 


For further watch _ these 


pages. 


news, 


The Vickers Merger 


As if life wasn’t sufficiently com- 
plex, the merger emerged as | was 
becoming submerged. Hailed as 
one of the best kept corporate se- 
crets of contemporary commerce, 
an irritating sidelight to the exercise 
was the move by our alert Australian 
entrepreneur to get his finger in. A 
quick look at the articles of associ- 
ation would have pointed up the fu- 
tility of such a move. 


For your information the following 
is the bulk of the text of a press 
statement issued by Morgan Gren- 
fell and Co. Ltd. on 25 June 80 which 
presents the background to the 
merger. From our point of view it is 
important to note that this does not 
involve any structural alteration to 
Rolls-Royce Motors itself. 


“The Boards of Vickers and Rolls- 
Royce Motors announce that agree- 
ment has been reached on _ the 
terms of a merger of the two com- 
panies. 


“Just wanted to make my 
feelings clear on that Aussie 
bid” 


Vickers and Rolls-Royce are two 
of the best-known names in British 
industry. The merger will create a 
group with the size, reputation, 
spread of business, financial 
stength and management skills to 
succeed in the increasingly com- 
petitive and difficult business en- 
vironment. 


For Vickers, the merger repre- 
sents a definitive step in its planned 
development into a broadly-based 
specialist engineering business. For 
Rolls-Royce Motors, the merger will 
give a wider spread of products and 
will provide a broad platform from 
which the development of 
Rolls-Royce Motors’ existing pro- 
ducts may take place. 


The terms of the merger are as 
follows:- 


For every 2 Ordinary shares of 25p 
each of Rolls-Royce Motors £1 of 
fully paid Ordinary stock of 
Vickers and so in proportion for 
any greater number of Ordinary 
shares of Rolls-Royce Motors. 


The full implementation of the 
merger will involve the issue of 
approximately £29,499,000 _ of 
Ordinary stock of Vickers, giving 
Rolls-Royce Motors’ shareholders 
approximately 40 per cent. of the 
enlarged Ordinary share capital. 
Vickers intends to submit appro- 
priate proposals to the holders of 
the outstanding £61,581 of 8 per 
cent. Convertible Unsecured Loan 
Stock 1997/2002 of Rolls-Royce 
Motors. 


The directors of Rolls-Royce 
Motors, who are being advised by 
Lazard Brothers & Co., Limited 
and the directors of Vickers, who 
are being advised by Morgan 
Grenfell & Co. Limited, believe 
that the merger proposals are fair 
and reasonable and are in the best 
interests of the shareholders of 
both companies. The directors of 
Rolls-Royce Motors intend unani- 
mously to recommend all share- 
holders to accept, and intend to 
do so themselves in respect of 
their own beneficial holdings to- 
talling 59,291 Rolls-Royce Motors 
Ordinary shares. 


Information relating to Vickers 


Since the shipbuilding and _air- 
interests were nationalised — in 
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1977, the policy of Vickers has been 
to develop the company as a broad- 
ly-based engineering _ business, 
seeking to concentrate in specialist 
areas offering long-term growth 
prospects. The long delay in settling 
compensation for the nationalised 
businesses has inhibited this pro- 
cess, but Vickers now consists of 
three main businesses which have 
shown continuous growth in product 
base and profits over the last five 
years: first, the U.K. engineering di- 
vision, with a wide spread of bus- 
iness ranging from _ traditional 
Vickers interests in defence engin- 
eering to marine engineering, the 
manufacture of bottling and packag- 
ing machinery, medical engineer- 
ing, and the provision of design and 
project services; secondly, the How- 
son-Algraphy lithographic plates 
and supplies business, which is now 
a world leader and for which Vickers 
has already announced a £20 
million investment programme; 
thirdly, the office furniture activity 
which will remain following the sale 
to CIT-Alcatel of the International 
Machines Division of Roneo 
Vickers, announced today. Action 
has also been taken to strengthen 
the trading positions of Vickers’ 
overseas interests in Australia and 
South Africa. 

At the time of the preliminary an- 
nouncement of results for the year 
ended 31st December, 1979 on 
24th April, 1980 the Chairman of 
Vickers stated that if reasonable in- 
dustrial stability and continuity could 
be maintained, trading _ pro- 
fits in the current year are ex- 
pected to show an improvement 
over 1979, and the results for the 
first quarter support this state- 


ment. Further, the completion of 
the sale of the International Ma- 
chines Division, together with an 
early settlement of the B.A.C. na- 
tionalisation compensation, 
would result in a significant re- 
duction in borrowings, and con- 
sequently a substantial saving of 
interest in the second half of the 
year. 

In the absence of unforeseen 
circumstances and assuming the 
merger is implemented and _ that 
Vickers has received the balance 
of compensation for its interest in 
B.A.C. before 31st December, 
1980, the directors of Vickers ex- 
pect to pay dividends for the year 
ending 31st December, 1980 total- 
ling 12 pence per £1 of Ordinary 
stock on the enlarged share capital, 
representing an increase of 22 per 
cent. over the total dividends per £1 
of Ordinary stock payable for 1979. 


Information relating to Rolls-Royce 
Motors 


In the Chairman’s Statement ac- 
companying the 1979 Report and 
Accounts it was stated that Rolls- 
Royce Motors’ “profits in 1980 
should see improvement over 
1979". At the time of the Annual 
General Meeting, however, the 
Chairman drew attention to the 
demand problems then being ex- 
perienced in the motor car indus- 
try in the United States of America, 
one of Rolls-Royce Motors’ princi- 
pal markets. These problems were 
caused in large part by counter in- 
flation measures and the very high 
interest rates then ruling in that 
country. There has since been a 
dramatic and sustained drop in in- 
terest rates in America and, al- 


though it is too early to ascertain 
what the full market response will 
be, the directors of Rolls-Royce 
Motors nevertheless confirm that 
they expect to see profits before 
tax in 1980 at a higher level than 
the £7.145 million achieved in 
i979. 

Up until last year’s setback in 
profits — caused principally by the 
national engineering dispute and 
the cancellation of the important 
lranian diesel engine contract — 
Rolls-Royce Motors had achieved 
a record of continuous increases 
in sales and profits in each of its six 
years as a public company. 

Over the past four years, Rolls- 
Royce Motors has undertaken a 
substantial capital investment pro- 
gramme totalling over £50 million 
both for the expansion of produc- 
tion facilities and for the intro- 
duction of new products. In the 
Car Division there is to be a new 
model launched in the near future 
— traditionally a major event in 
the motoring world. In the Diesel 
Division, a new series of V8 and 
V12 engines for both civil and mili- 
tary applications are now being 
manufactured and the prospects, 
particularly in the military field, 
look encouraging. 

Rolls-Royce Motors also has, 
through its Precision Components 
Division, a growing involvement 
in the manufacture of compon- 
ents for aero gas turbines. The im- 
proving profit record of this act- 
ivity backed again by recent in- 
vestment in modern equipment 
promises to produce further in- 
creases in profits as the world’s 
airlines increasingly require more 
fuel efficient and quieter aircraft. 


Management and employees 


It is intended, subject to the out- 
come of discussions with  inter- 
ested parties, that the enlarged 
company will be known as Rolls- 
Royce Vickers Limited. Following 
the merger, Sir Peter Matthews, 
Chairman of Vickers, will be 
Chairman of Rolls-Royce Vickers 
Limited and Mr. |. J. Fraser, Chair 
man of Rolls-Royce Motors, will 
become an_ additional Deputy 
Chairman. The Chief Executive 
will be Mr. D. A. S. Plastow, who is 
currently Group Managing Direc- 
tor of Rolls-Royce Motors and a 
non-executive director of Vickers. 
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The directors of Vickers and 
Rolls-Royce Motors believe that 
the merger will enhance the 
career opportunities of the em- 
ployees of both companies. The 
existing rights of the employees, 
including pension rights, will be 
fully safeguarded. 


OBITUARY 


One of the more interesting peo- 
ple | met at Crewe was Vin 
McDonagh, the Director of 
Materials, one of the less glamorous 
positions on the Board but a vital 
one if the Company is to function. 
He impressed me as a person of 
utter vitality and dedication to the 
task. The latter was beyond my 
comprehension. When the Com- 
pany is ordering on a small scale, 
parts of the highest quality, it is most 
difficult to get supplies. To obtain 
their services and maintain the qual- 
ity must be a brilliant exercise in 
diplomacy and persuasion. 

Vin McDonagh led the team that 
performed this herculian task. 

Shortly after my departure he was 
killed in his own garden by a run 
away earthmower he was operat- 
ing. 

| believe we will all eventually feel 
this loss. | have conveyed our senti- 
ments to Mrs. McDonagh. 


The late Vin McDonough. 


TO COME 


We hope there will be a big event 
next month on which to report. Dave 
Preston, that ubiquitous publicity- 
man at Crewe will be rendering us 
some information. on the PVI and 
members have sent in various re- 
ports that are of great interest. 

If | don’t close now | will be writing 
a Christmas message. Cheers! 

BILL COBURN 


No 


The result of 18 months work by your Federal Secretary. Mulliner bodied ‘R’ 
Type B 320D 
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THE 1980 
FEDERAL RALLY 
CANBERRA 
13TH — 16th June 


. Ma ee 
Silver Ghost 2617 


67AU Peter McGrath’s 1923 Silver Ghost 22NK 


Roger Johnston's 1923 2OHP 83K5 


o r 


George Williams’ 1920 Silver Ghost 62CW John Lockeridge’s 1921 Silver Ghost 85AG 
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FEDERAL RALLY — 1980 CANBERRA 
AGE AND AUTHENTICITY TROPHY 
FOR THEE. J. VIDLER SHIELD 


1913 Silver Ghost 2617 Wilkinson of Darby, Rob Griffiths, David Jones — Winner 
1920 Silver Ghost 62 CW Williams Brougham de Ville, George Williams 

1922 Silver Ghost 154 BG Springfield Tourer, Ted Hudson 

1923 Silver Ghost 22 NK Barker Tourer, peter McGrath 

1932 Phantom 2 MS 76 Martin & Kempt Sports Coupe, Owen Bourke 

1923 20 HP 83 K5 Smith & Waddington Tourer, Royce Johnston 

1927 20 HP GA] 26 Melbourne Body Works Saloon, John Budden 

1934 20/25 HP GRC 53 Banker Sports Saloon, David Axe 

1924 Silver Ghost 67 AU Martin & King Sports Saloon, Bill Fleming, Clem Cummings 
1925 New Phantom HC 31 Barker Calvolet de Ville, Ted Ward 


RESTORATION TROPHY 


Winner: K. Brennan, 1961 Silver Cloud Il SWC 660 Rolls-Royce Saloon Body in two blues, Midnight Blue and 
Seychelles Blue. 


CONCOURS D’ELEGANCE TROPHY 


BEST PRE-WAR ROLLS-ROYCE AND OVERALL WINNER 
Winner: 1913 Silver Ghost 2617, by Wilkinson of Derby owned by David Jones and Rob Griffith 


BEST POST-WAR ROLLS-ROYCE 
Winner: 1978Silver Shadow SRH 33684, Rolls-Royce Saloon, Ralph Pearson 


JOHN HAWSER TROPHY FOR THE BEST SILVER DAWN 
Winner: Roth Gair, 1955 Silver Dawn SUJ 98, Rolls-Royce Saloon. 


CONCOUR D’ELEGANCE 


FEDERAL RALLY — 1980 — CANBERRA 
SECTIONAL WINNERS 


SECTION 1. All Silver Ghosts 

1923 Silver Ghost 22 NK Barker Tourer, Peter McGrath (No. 8) 

1920 Silver Ghost 62 CW Williams Brougham de Ville, George Williams (No. 3) 
1922 Silver Ghost (Springfield) 154 BG Tourer, Ted Hudson (No. 6) 


SECTION 2. All 20 HP, New Phantom 

1923 20 HP 83 K5 Smith & Waddington Tourer, Roger Johnston (No. 11) 
1927 20 HP GA) 26 Melbourne Body Works Saloon, John Budden (No. 17) 
1925 New Phantom HC 31 Barker Calriolet de Ville, Ted Ward (No. 18) 


SECTION 3. All 20/25, 25/30, Pll and PIll Wraiths 
1932 Phantom II MS 76 Martin & King Sports Coupe, Owen Bourke (No. 22) 
1934 20/25 GRC 53 Barker Sports Saloon, David Axe (No. 20) 


SECTION 4. Silver Wraiths, Silver Dawns 
Winner: 1955 Silver Dawn SUJ 98 Rolls-Royce Saloon, Roth Gair (No. 33) 


SECTION 5. Silver Clouds, Silver Shadows, Comiche, Camargue 

1978 Silver Shadow 2, 33684 Rolls-Royce Saloon, Ralph Pearson (No. 56) 
1961 Silver Cloud 2, SWC 660 Rolls-Royce Saloon, Keith Brennan (No. 39) 
1980 Silver Cloud 2, B 12 MR Rolls-Royce Saloon, Alan Hancock (No. 57) 
1972 Silver Shadow 1 SRH 13279 Rolls-Royce Saloon, David Kenway (No. 54) 
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SECTION 6. Pre-War Bentley 
Winner 1938 Bentley 4% litre B 139 MX James Young Coupe, Charles Lloyd Jones (No. 58) 


SECTION 7. Bentley Mark 6 and R-Type 

1950 Bentley Mk6 B 190 HR Bentley Motors Saloon, Margaret Brown (No. 64) 
1953 Bentley R-Type B 570 TN Bentley Motors Saloon, Barry Sparks (No. 68) 

1951 Bentley Mk6 B 112 MD Bentley Motors Saloon, Wallace Moorhouse (No. 66) 


SECTION 8. Bentley S and T Types,Corniche 

1961 Bentley $2, B 622 W, Bentley Motors Saloon, Philip Morrow (No. 79) 

1964 Bentley $3, B 334 FG, Bentley Motors Saloon, John Vawser (No. 81) 

1960 Bentley $2 Continental, BC 109, Park Ward Droplbad Coupe, Charles Lloyd Jones (No. 77) 


Charles Lloyd Jones’ 1953 ‘R’ Type Continental 
BC25BH Bill Cutts’ 1926 2OHP GUK21 


Betty Millington’s 1936 25/30HP GGMI10 Peter Legh’s 1937 25/30HP GGR79 


ANOTHER VIEW OF THE 
RALLY 
by Bill Fleming 


While it’s still fresh in most mem- 
bers’ minds, I'd like if | may to say a 
few words about the Annual Rally. 

Firstly | must join in the general 
congratulations and thanks to the 
organizers (and the Almighty) for 
what was undoubtedly a first-rate 
and thoroughly enjoyable Canberra 
rally. That said, let me move on to 
what | really want to put over. 

It's not that I’m getting crotchety 
and deadly dull in my old age | hope, 
but | must say that | like social occa- 
sions to have a discernable social 
purpose. If they’re held in private 
then it may be considered the con- 
cern of the participants alone, but 
where the gathering is in public, and 
indeed where publicity is actively 
sought, then | believe there is al- 
most a social obligation to give 
some benefit, some return if you 
like, to the community. And | don’t 
believe that simply allowing the 
public to look at a hiss or a hush of 
Rolls-Royce is sufficient. The public 
could be justified in categorising 


One of Charles Lloyd Jones Bentley $2 Continentals pe 


BC109 by Park Ward 
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Rolls-Royce rallies as expressions 
of self-aggrandisement, as nothing 
but ostentatious displays, or shows 
where rich men exhibit their latest 
toys. Not that I’m suggesting that 
this picture is in any way true, or that 
our members are becoming self- 
centred. But | do believe there is a 
danger of this becoming the public 
image of the Club, and that would be 
very sad. 

So | would like to see future 
Annual Rallies supporting a charity. 


By all means let’s enjoy our- 
selves, but also let’s do something 
essentially, intrinsically = worth- 
while. | visualize for example a 


gymkhana ground where there are 
not only motor-cars, display en- 
gines and a mobile book-stand for 
Rolls-Royce |= memorabilia, but 
shall we say a Salvo’s stand. It 
would have a large sign proclaim- 
ing: “The Rolls-Royce Owners’ 
Club admires the work of the Sal- 
vation Army which aligns with Sir 
Henry Royce’s motto ‘’Praeclarvm 
— whatever is properly done is 
nobly done! If you have enjoyed 
the day, spare a coin for the 
Salvoos.”’ 


And why not rides in Rolls-- 
Royce cars? At Army fetes my 
Silver Ghost was always in demand. 
It has carried literally hundreds of 
children at 20¢ a time. And they 
never once made a mark that a 
chamois couldn't remove! I’m cer- 
tainly not meaning to beat my own 
drum. | know that most club mem- 
bers and all our member clubs have 
done likewise. They've participated 
in Lord Mayors’ charity parades, 
have on occasions carried old 
Anzacs, blind people or spastic 
children. But these have been in 
response to requests for assist- 
ance. So for our Annual Rally why 
don't we take the lead and invite a 
charity to participate and to benefit. 
In other words, still run our own 
show, but do it a bit more respon- 
sibly. 

Incidentally did you see the de- 
light on the faces of the children in 
the back seat of the (Queen’s 
Phantom V at ‘Lanyon’? Or their hurt 
surprise at being shooed away 
when they tried to stand on running 
boards to look inside some of our 


cars? 


The engine room of Rob Griffiths’ and David Jones’ 
1912 Silver Ghost 2617 


“Oh, come on — whose do you THINK It is?” 


THE ROYCE 


FOUNDATION 
OPENING 


The Sir Henry Royce Memorial 
Foundation headquarters at 
Paulerspury, Northamptonshire 
were opened on Sunday May 19th 
1980. On a perfect and very hot 
afternoon, the Foundation and the 
RREC (which rents part of the 
building) jointly celebrated the 
culmination of a great deal of 
work, 


The Hunt House has been com- 
pletely refurbished as__ offices, 
meeting rooms and museum. The 
outbuildings remain to be restor- 
ed as a museum for heavier items. 
A superb display was mounted in 
the house of all facets of RR history 
and the life of Royce and his 
contemporaries. Much — personal 
Royce memorabilia was assem- 
bled by courtesy of his sister's 
family. Many artefacts donated by 
former RR personnel retired in the 
Derby area gave a marvellous idea 
of ways of working in ‘the old 
days’. 


After a delightful luncheon on 
the lawn of the nearby Wicken 
Country Club Hotel, dignitaries 
arrived at the Hunt House to join 
the many Club members, other 
guests, and retired RR staff (who 
were brought along in a coach for 
what must have been a memory- 
packed day). In a large marquee 
refreshments and champagne 
were served. Club Secretary Eric 
Barrass had the most plausible ex- 
planation for the loud ‘popping’ 
which punctured the — official 
speakers — “it's the Welsh 
Section’’ he explained, ‘opening 
the champagne. They’re the only 
ones we could have trusted’’! 


The major clubs were represent- 
ed, both the Australian and Amer- 
ican clubs donating bound copies 
of their magazines. The Australian 
club bulked especially large, if 
you'll pardon the term, in the form 
of Bruce Ross. After his brief ad- 


dress summoned a _ bearer who 
brought forward for presentation 
to John Schroder, the Founda- 
tion’s Chairman, a_ very large 
cheque in every sense of the 
word. Finally, Lord Hives deliver- 
ed the opening address and gave 
some delightful accounts of his 
meetings with Royce and other 
stories he learned from his father, 
the great Hs. In particular | liked 
his story about R and Hs testing 
early cars in the Derbyshire hills. 
Apparently R had an eye for a 
pretty face and on occasion he 
would say ‘“There’s a pretty girl 
Hives. Wave to her‘’! 

With the foundation now open 
formally we have a marvellous re- 
pository for all aspects of RR 
history. The Foundation Trustees 
and Advisory Committee have 
been especially gratified by the 
considerable support of the Aus- 
tralian Club. 

Tom Clarke 
Advisory Committee 


Australia’s contribution being presented to John Shroeder by Bruce Ross by 
means an utterly unnegotiable cheque. In John’s left hand are Volumes 1 and 
2 of Praeclarvm also presented to the foundation. 


THE 1980 
B.D.C. 
RALLY 

KENSINGTON 

GARDENS 


CASyYC@R9 


I @ 


A Mk VI chassis A BDC Bentley with that extraordin- 
ary mascot 


A very unique English lady. Note the bulges in the rear 
spats to accommodate the hubs. 


A Silver Cloud drophead at Kensington. 
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An early MK VI chassis over-restored but fascinating. 
The work was carried out by P & A Wood. An inter- 
esting aspect was the originality adhered to which 
resulted in retention of the by-pass filter — an extreme 
one would think. 


MORE ON 
RADIAL TYRES 


Dear Sir, 


| read with interest in 
“Praeclarvm”, February 1980, that 
Pirelli Centuro 185x16 tyres have 
been fitted to a Silver Dawn. 

| have been running these tyres 
on my Bentley R-type, B174UM, for 
well over a year now, and have 
similar comments regarding their 
performance. 

After slight rain before their fitting, 
| was caught out “aquaplaning”’, 
which almost caused a serious acci- 
dent, and so decided not to com- 
promise safety in my vehicle by us- 
ing antiquated cross-ply tyres. The 
ultimate choice was to either fit 15 
inch wheels with radial ply tyres, or 
to fit the Pirellis. 

| eventually opted for the Pirellis, 
since no modification was required 
for their use, and the improvement 
in safety under all conditions was 
nothing short of dramatic. 

However, after 12 months and 
8,000 miles of normal use, the side- 
walls on each of the four tyres 


\W 


failed; radial splits appeared in the 
sidewalls about 3 inches long. Al- 
though none of the tyres actually 
blew out, none was in a driveable 
condition when replaced, with the 
inner tubes showing through the 
sidewalls! 

After detailed consultation with 
Pirelli direct, | was advised that the 
car is too heavy to sport such tyres. 
However, | was refunded 50% of 
their (massive) replacement cost, 
and | must thank Pirelli for their 
co-operation throughout. 


| now am still running the same 
Pirelli tyres, but 1 must be very 


careful not to skid or otherwise 
overload them until they are worn 
out. When they need replacing, | 
must either find some suitable 15 
inch wheels and hubcaps, or some 
other 16 inch radial tyres, as | am 
unwilling to accept. the dangerous 
performance of conventional 
tyres, especially under wet con- 
ditions. 


RICHARD TREACY 


SCOOP 
ECONOMIES 


A recent edition of the Economist 
reports the continued success of 
Rolls-Royce Motors of Crewe (no 
relation nowadays to the aero-en- 
gine company based at Derby). 
Rolls-Royce makes between 60 and 
70 cars a week, selling for anything 
between $90,000 and $160,000 
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apiece. America still takes over one 
third of the company’s annual pro- 
duction of around 3,300 cars. Rolls- 
Royce has pretax profits of $33m on 
sales of around $340m a year. A 
sizeable chunk of that comes from 
the firm’s successful line of truck 
and military engines. A replacement 
for the 15-year-old Silver Shadow 
will be announced later this year 
(scoop photo by courtesy of Car 
magazine). 


STOLEN 


From River Road, Bellevue Hill 
1956 Bentley $1 Sedan, Reg No 
000.69, Chassis No B 419 AP, 
owned by Mr D A Mclvor. 

Should the whereabouts of B419 
AP. be discovered, members are re- 
quested to inform the NSW Police. 


FOR SALE 


1958 Silver Cloud |, Chassis No 
SGE 174, PAS, 90,000 miles. In 
well-maintained, undamaged con- 
dition. Price $20,000. 

P.W. Shields, 5 Gold Street, Blake- 
hurst NSW 2221 Ph 546 4468 


FOR SALE 


Rolls Royce Silver Cloud |, 1956 
model in good original condition, 
mileage 130,000. This car was im- 
ported into New Zealand by the 
original owner. Price A$14,500. 
Apply J. anderson, 6 Hartford St., 
Christchurch 5, New Zealand. 
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SILVER GHOST NEWS 


AIR PUMPS 
AVAILABLE 


Dick Philippi of 12020 Rives 
Avenue, Downey, California 90242 
has made a small run of Air Pres- 
sure Fuel Pumps at the time as he 
made one for his Ghost 40YB which 
was well known some years ago in 
Australia. Dick has won many tro- 
phies in the U.S. with his car which 
has had a complete rebuild and gets 
much tender loving care. Interested 
members should contact him direct. 


DIFFERENTIAL 
RESTORATION 


Jonathon Harley of J. N. Harley 
(Engineering) Ltd of Alveston, Strat- 
ford-upon-Avon, Warwickshire 
CV37 7RF, writes: 


“On a more technical note, we 
thought we might let the club know 
that among our restoration activi- 
ties, we have set up to recondition 
Silver Ghost and Phantom | differ- 
ential units and supply new half 
shafts. 


CLEARANCES — 


The differential cases are jig bor- 
ed to clean up the gear spindle bear- 
ing holes. The gear spindles are 
ground, built up with hard chrome 
and reground to recover the original 
tolerance and the gears are rebored 
to suit. Thus the original P.C.D. is 
maintained and the gears can oper- 
ate again without tipping and subse- 
quent vibration. In many cases the 
gear end of the half shaft is in a bad 
state and we can supply new half 
shafts made to a high level of ac- 
curacy in EN24T, which is a tough- 
ened steel of 55 ton tensile strength. 
(The‘T’ condition means that no fur- 
ther heat treatment is required after 
machining.) 


Complete differential assemblies 
can be sent to us for this treatment, 
re-assembled with correct shim- 
ming and we can ‘turn the job 
around’ in 21 days. Price on appli- 
cation. 


Perhaps if any members require 
this service a small batch could be 
worked on together. This could save 
on shipping costs. 


If necessary helpful tips can be 
sent for removal of differential as- 
sembly from axle cases. 


RE: BEARING, CLEARANCE IN MAIN AND CONNECTING ROD 


40/50 (Ghost) 
MAIN BEARING CLEARANCE BETWEEN CRANK & 
NO. FORWARD FACE OF BEARING 
Minimum Maximum 
1. Front .080 
2. Inter. .048 .070 
3. Inter. .043 .070 
4. Center .036 .070 
5. Inter. .030 .070 
6. Inter. .024 .070 
7. Rear .001 .0015 


Diametric Clearance In all Main Bearings 
Diametric Clearance In all Conn. Rod Bearings 
END Clearance In All Conn. Rod Bearings 
DIAMETRIC CLEARANCE IN ALL WRIST PINS 


END CLEARANCE IN ALL CONN. RODS (small end) 


.001 


On another subject we also make 
very nice leather spring gaiters in 
beautiful brown or black English 
hide complete with nickel oilers etc. 
Interested members may like to 
send for a ‘dimension’ form.” 


“Listen — all you can hear is the 
clock ticking.” 


CLEARANCE BETWEEN CRANK & 


REAR FACE OF BEARING 
Minimum Maximum 
.030 .050 
.030 .050 
.030 .050 
.030 .050 
.030 .050 
.030 .050 
.001 .0015 

to .002 


.0004 to .0006 
.052 to .055 each side 
.0003 to .0007 


.007 to.012 


PIG-HEADED 


by John Flockart 


Generally speaking one would 
not use the term pigheaded in as- 
sociation with any Rolls-Royce car. 
But upon reflection one realises that 
history reveals the master himself, 
Sir Henry Royce, could, on occas- 
ion, be decidedly this way. As this 
seems often a spin-off from a char- 
acter of drive and determination, not 
perhaps so surprising. However, 
though most great cars carry the 
stamp of their designers character, 
one would not expect this particular 
facit to appear, but it does, alas, in 
one aspect of the post World War II 
six cylinder cars. Since becoming a 
Club member | have read on a of 
occasions of the problems besetting 
owners of post-war cars afflicted 
with seized on cylinder heads. 


In starting the overhaul of my’R’ 
Type | found | too had a cylindcer 
head which would not budge. Once 
it was apparent the head was not 
going to free just by asking nicely, | 
decided two things. First, that if it 
was going to be a matter of pighead- 
edness, then | would persist longer 
than the Bentley. Second, that the 
head must come off undamaged, 
patience and avoidance of any rash 
action. Since | always seem to have 
more things | want to do than spare 


time in which to do them anything 
non productive tends to be ignored, 
so after each abortive attempt the 
job was left to look after itself (well 
soaked in easing oil), whilst | 
thought about it and attended to 
other matters. Thus when the head 
eventually came off nearly twelve 
months had elapsed since the start 
was made on dismantling. 


Amongst other things, | came 
upon the suggestion of using vine- 
gar or glacial acetic acid poured 
round the studs which should 
gradually work down the stud holes 
and dissolve the corrosive products. 
Two things mitigated against the 
idea. The first was that on an earlier 
occasion when replacing a badly 
fitted gasket which had blown early 
on in its life, | liberally greased all the 
head studs hoping this would 
ensure easy removal in the future, 
and secondly, | optimistically tried to 
make the initial lift by using the 
engine compression, which blew oil 
freely up around a number of stud 
holes. As the vinegar or acetic acid 
will not act in the presence of oil this 
seemed a forlorn hope, but | tried it 
nevertheless. Then | recalled 


reading in the R.R.E.C. Bulletin a 
suggestion for overcoming a similar 


problem with a Phantom III engine. 
This involved taking a piece of mild 
steel tubing that will slide easily over 
the stud, and turning it to a wall 
thickness that will let the 
resulting thin tube fit between the 
stud and its hole. This tool | made 
up filing two large serractions to 
act as cutters on the business end. 
Mounting this in a hand brace and 
using plenty of easing oil | spent 
many hours gradually working the 
tube down round the studs. It was 
a slow process, virtually scrape 
and soak, scrape and soak. Ulti- 
mately | managed to get the cutter 
tube almost to the gasket on most 
of the short studs and within % to 
Y2 an inch on the longer ones. 
There | was stuck as the cutter 
tube being about the same thick- 
ness as tin plate had really very 
little strength to it. To get this far | 
made up a number of cutter tubes 
as they gradually broke up in use. 
The moments when the tube 
jammed when well down the stud 
hole were most traumatic, but 
fortunately retrievable. 

For the final solution to my 
problem | am, and always will be, 
greatly indebted to Rolls-Royce 
Motors at Crewe. | wrote more in 
hope than expectation, and re- 
ceived the most courteous and 
helpful reply. The writer, Mr. I. 
Fletcher, commented that in their 
experience the most — stubborn 
head would free by repeated tight- 
ening down and then releasing of 
the holding down nuts, combined 
with plenty of easing oil, an idea | 
had not heard of, then went on to 
suggest, since | appeared to have 
been persisting with my problem 
for a long time already, that | use a 
puller for which he enclosed a dia- 
gram. Since the dimensions were 
marked as approximate only | 
marked out the plan on a piece of 
sheet steel, cut it out, and tried it 
on the head. | found a number of 
the hole spacings needed altera- 
tion, but having done this and ob- 
tained a pattern, it was then pos- 
sible to go ahead and successfully 
make up the puller. 

The diagram | have enclosed 
gives the dimensions which will fit 
the R. Type head perfectly. Whe- 
ther the R. Type head differs from 
the Mark VI I do not know.(Note it 
does — BBC) Perhaps someone 
more knowledgeable than | may 
care to comment on this. | imagine 


the design as originally sent to me 
was for a tool that could be used 
on a number of very similar en- 
gines. From the sketch and photo- 
graphs together the layout should 
be clear. Basically the puller con- 
sists of a piece of ¥2 inch mild steel 
4 inches wide and 2 feet long. Into 
it are welded three 1 inch diameter 
rods 4% inches long with holes 
drilled through the centres. These 
short tubes fit over the rocker 
cover holding down studs, and | 
started with all three holes ¥% inch 
diameter believing this should 
give ample clearance over the 5/16 
inch studs. However on trying the 
puller this was unsatisfactory as 
due to either the steel plate not 
being quite straight, the welded 
rods not quite true, or the drill 
having wandered, the tubes just 
would not more than start to slide 
over the studs. Thus | drilled out 
the two end tubes % inch, and also 
counter bored the lower end of 
the centre tube % inch, as | real- 
ised this would be needed to clear 
the base of the studs which are 
7/16 inch diameter. In my sketch 
the row of 5 holes marked R repre- 
sent clearance holes to allow the 
plate to pass over the rocker ped- 
estal studs. These holes are ¥% inch 
diameter. The 4 holes marked J are 
drilled to take a ¥2 inch tap, in this 
case Whitworth, but any thread 
type would suffice. The jack- 
screws are % inch diameter, 3%2 
inches long and threaded along 
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their full length. The — original 
sketch | worked from showed 
these screws carrying 1 inch dia- 
meter caps screwed over the 
lower ends, but |! did not bother 
with these, and indeed the 2 inch 
jackscrews | found centred very 
satisfactorily over the % inch 
diameter cylinder head studs. 

The tool worked most success- 
fully, in fact the four jacking screws 
required very little tension applied 
from the 12 inch shifting spanner | 
used on the screw heads. By this 
time, of course, the studs had been 
well soaked in easing oil and largely 
cleared out in their holes so the work 
of the puller was reduced to the 


minimum. Having made use of the 
tool | feel bound to comment that 
one of its greatest vitures is the way 
it lifts evenly from around the centre 
of the head. Once the initial lift had 
been made | noticed how easy it 
was in wriggling the head upwards 
to have it bind on the studs when it 
became unlevel. Present day labour 
costs being what they are the tool 
was costly for what it represents sit- 
ting on the shelf. However if consid- 
ered in relation to the cost of a re- 
placement head with all the fuss and 
bother that can involve, or as part of 
the full overhaul costs, then it is a 
very cheap item. With your own 
welding gear, the material cost is 
small, and the time and money 
spent would be marginal related to 
its usefulness. | hope others who 
may be confronted with a difficult 
head can make use of this gadget as 
successfully as | have. The only 
doubt | have is that if the head is 
really tight, it would be wise then, 
before getting too energetic with a 
spanner on the jackscrews, to re- 
member that the lift is being taken 
through the rocker cover studs 
which were not designed for lifting 
purposes. 


(Note: Bruce Ross used a similar 
puller from his PIIl heads. This was 
designed to lift from the edge of 
the block — a similar approach 
could be the next step to the 
above. Ordinary grease over the 
studs will not usually prevent 
errosion, but grapfile grease will — 
BBC) 
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The Flockart Puller 


FURTHER 
SCENES 


An interesting bumper treatment on a Freestone and The famous publisher, Lonnie Dalton 
Webb ‘R’ Type 
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This Ghost was originally owned by | L Glick of the Adelaide Trading Company, Melbourne and had its original touring 
body replaced with sedan coachwork by Jackson, Jones and Collins. 

Bert Ward recalls the car when Mr Glick moved to Sydney. His chauffeur had the quaint habit of only polishing the side 
Mr Glick entered! 

The car was sold through Kellow Falkiners when it stripped a cam-shaft gear outside Melbourne, and was replaced 
with the first Phantom III imported into Australia — 3AZ204 — details of which are given on page 98. (Photo by courtesy 
of the Bulletin) 


COLLECTION FOR SALE 


Fred English tells us he is selling up his collection, which consists of: 


Chassis Starting 

Number Price 
1952 Bentley R Type Continental Mulliner Saloon BC12A $35,000 
1951 R-R Silver Wraith Park Ward Saloon WOF49 $30,000 
1952 R-R Silver Dawn Saloon SKE44 $20,000 
1956 R-R Silver Cloud | Radford Countryman Saloon KZB71 $15,000 
1964 Austin Healey 3000 Mk II! 26298 $12,000 


He feels that some discriminating enthusiast may be interested in acquiring the complete collection, in which 
case e would be prepared to negotiate for $100,000 for the lot! 

Contact Fred English, 175 Lower Dandenong Road, Mentone, Melbourne, Victoria 3194 Ph 03 429 8218BH 
03 93 9372 AH. 


Winding the dynamo armature 


THE MAKING OF 


A 


PHANTOM III 


(Photographs courtesy of the Rolls-Royce Bulletin 1938) 


Above: 
The hand-built radiator top tank 


Right: 

Phanton Ifl engine undergoing tests. 
Note the oil running from the sump. 
A continuous stream of oil passed 
through the engine for long periods. 
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At work on a Phantom III crankshaft at Derby. 


The crankshaft. Compare the finished product with the 
rough castings on the ground. 


A Pill engine on display at the 
Brussels Motor Exhibition 1938 


WHEELS AND BUMPERS 


The components of the wheel trim assemblies for pre- 
‘S’ series post war cars. Early Silver Dawns (1951-52) 
enjoyed a very smart chrome plated steel outer ring but 
this gave way to an anodised aluminium item. 

The aluminium ring is relatively easily reshaped if 
damaged, particularly by vandals endeavouring to 
prise off the trim. Damage also ensues by the use of 
wheel balancing weights. 

The centre painted disc is held by the outer disc by a 
rubber gasket which should be replaced periodically. 

Another item for replacement is the fibre washer 
fitted beneath the head of the centre wheel nut, seen in 
the picture to the lower left of the nut. This washer 
prevents damage to the nut and the chrome trim ring 
beneath. 


The rubber buffers supporting the outer trim rim 
harden with age and in tightening the centre nut this 
should be borne in mind to avoid crushing of the 
painted disc. 

New rubbers should be ground to give a uniform fit 
of the disc relative to the wheel rim. The two should 
not touch. 


Fig. 35._SECTION OF REAR HUB AND WHEEL, 


1. Well base rim. 3. Wheel securing nut. 
2 Wheel disc. 4. Balance weight. 


A cross section of the wheel cover showing a mounting 
rubber and the clearance between the wheel rim and 
the outer disc which should not be less than .1000”’. 


Two items of interest on a 1949 Mark VI Bentley — 
chassis B290EY owned by Tony Ward. First is the 
heavy duty bumpers supplied on very early cars when 
required. Second is the very neat fitment of Volks- 
wagon tail lights to facilitate signalling. 
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ROLLS-ROYCE CONTINENTAL TOURING SALOON 


(From a contemporary Road Test Report) 
Specification: —Number of cylinders 6; size, 4¥%2in. by 5in.; capacity, 7,668c.c.; nominal h.p., 43.3; number of main bearings, 7; top 
gear ratio, 3.41; petrol capacity, 20 gallons; tires, 2Oby 7in.; turning circle, 48ft. Bin. and 53ft. 10in.; wheel-base, 12ft.; track, 4ft. 10in. 
(front), 5ft. (rear); ground clearance, 8in.; weight 2 tons 8¥2cwt. Price £2,425. The above are all the data given by the makers. 


The 40-50 h.p. Phantom II. Rolls- 
Royce Continental Touring saloon 
has no second thoughts in its spon- 
taneous responsiveness. It needs no 
urging, it is always ready to tackle 
its job, and hard work is undertaken 
lightly yet swiftly and surely. It gives 
the impression that, down to the 
smallest nut, the greatest care has 
been given to ensure that every part 
is a worthy member of the whole. 

The 4-5-seated Park Ward body 
is thoroughly comfortable and 
makes a very smart car with its 
sloping screen, wings, and back. 
There are four doors and four side 
windows, and these windows 
together with the screen give an 
exceptionally clear view as their 
upper edges are taken up to the 
roof. As the speed and hand-brake 
levers are on the offside, entrance 
for the driver here requires some 
manoeuvring. There is good 
luggage space behind, for in 
addition to the boot, where also the 
small tools are kept, there are 
swivelling arms or brackets upon 
which a motor trunk may be 
secured. 

The cylinders are cast in two 
blocks, but have a_ single 
detachable aluminium head, above 
which are the valves which have 
bronzed seatings and are worked by 
pushrods. The valves have only 
single springs, but one cannot 
complain of noise in the engine. 
Adjustment of clearance is made in 
the ordinary way; there is forced 
lubrication throughout—even to the 
gudgeon pins; the driver has a con- 
trol in front of him whereby a spe- 
cial supply is given to the cylinder 
walls while the engine is cold, and 
over the valve mechanism there is a 
cover held by our permanently 
attached hand screws. The pistons 
are of aluminium alloy, and the 
compression ratio is rather higher 
than on the ordinary Phantom Il. 
There is a set of sparking plugs 
either side of the engine, and these 
give two independent ignitions or 
can be used together when they are 
synchronized. The water system 
can be drained easily, and there is 
now a plug in the side of the base 
by which to runn off the oil. 


On the nearside of the engine 
there is the three-branch exhaust 
manifold with its central pipe, and 
behind the timing case is the gener- 
ator and the magneto, which is 
driven by a long shaft with disk 
couplings. To save taking out the 
floor boards the make-and-break 
can be examined in a mirror. The 
starter is built-in under the back 
bearer arm and works in sequence. 
The petrol filler for the back tank is 
handy in the boot, the reserve sup- 
ply is under the control of the 
driver, the autovac rightly does not 
depend on the induction pipe, the 
air being exhausted by a vacuum 
pump driven off the camshaft. A 
true reading can always be obtain- 
ed on the large petrol gauge on the 
instrument board by a small pump, 
and the petrol filler has a metal 
bowl. 

On the offside is the water pump 
with its adjustable gland, the six- 
branch aluminium inlet manifold, 
the new carburettor with its large 
air cleaner and silencer, the handy 
vertically driven make-and-break 
and distributor, and the coil, which 
is kept cool, being just behind the 
fan. The ingoing gas is exhaust 
heated, and the by-pass exhaust gas 
is taken away to a separate small 
silencer. The oil filter is in the rear 
bearer arm, and although it has no 
gauze it is easily reached. Thee is a 
special cleaning oil filter connected 
with the clutch pedal. The steering 
box contains worm and nut and is 
placed well forward. The front hy- 
draulic shock absorbers can be re- 
filled from under the bonnet. The 
honeycomb radiator has thermo- 
statically worked shutters. 

Engine, single-plate dry clutch, 
and four-speed ‘‘easy change” gear- 
box form a unit which is held either 
side in front and behind the gear- 
box; support is also given either 
side of the flywheel case. The cen- 
tralized chassis lubrication system 
includes such bearings as those of 
the clutch and pedal shafts, in addi- 
tion to the chassis spring leaves, 
which are drilled and channelled 
for the purpose. The speed lever 
works in a visible gate, has a catch 
for reverse, there is synchro-mesh, 


and a quiet second and third. The 
gearbox has a dipstick and a top 
filling plug, and the mechanical ser- 
vo for the four-wheel brakes is on 
the nearside. The propeller-shaft is 
open, the back axle is fully floating 
and there is hypoid bevel gear. The 
hand brake works separate side-by- 
side shoes at the back. The springs 
are half-elliptical, and on the car 
tried there were telecontrol hydrau- 
lic shock absorbers regulable in 
front of the driver, in addition to the 
Rolls-Royce ones. The front springs 
are flat and shackled forwards, and 
the back springs are also long, un- 
derslung, and held out of centre. 
ON THE ROAD 

This car had a heavier body than 
the one | tried before, and rather 
more wind-resisting surface. It had 
done about 13,000 miles. The en- 
gine was silky, with good accelera- 
tion, and quiet. It gives effortless 
travel, and high speed is as safe on 
this car as a much slower rate on a 
lower grade car. The clutch had no 
stop, thus it was best to touch the 
synchro-mesh before engaging first, 
second, or reverse with the car sta- 
tionary. Changes into third from 
second, from third to top, and top 
to third can be made at any time 
with simple or — straightforward 
movements without scrape. The 
steering on this saloon allowed too 
much reversibility on rough surface, 
though most of this could be cured 
by adjustment, and the action was 
light. | should prefer cam steering. 
The suspension was on the hard 
side, and some speed was lost on 
occasion through wheel bounce. 
However, one always travels com- 
fortably. The braking was good and 
in conformity with a car of this 
power and speed. The machine is 
capable of about 50, 75, and over 
90 on second, third, and top. On 
the stretch the 15 was increased to 
70, the 30 at the bottom of the 1 in 
22% Dashwood Hill was raised to 
69 at the top, and with standing 
starts on top and third the crest of 
the old hill was passed at 27 and 44 
miles an hour respectively. The 
roads were dry, there was the usual 
load, and the slight breeze was 
mostly against the car. 


On Sunday, 4th May, a small delegation was invited to Government House to make a presentation to the Governor and 
his wife on behalf of the R.R.O.C.A. (W.A. Branch), on the occasion of their retirement and return to England. 


Left to right: His Excellency, The Governor, Air Chief Marshall Sir William Kyle, Mr. Norm Cunningham, B.E.M. 
(Immediate Past President), Mr Cole Sangster (Senior Vice-President), Lady Kyle, Mrs Nanette Ralph and Mr GilbertRalph, 
M.B.E. (Past President). The Rolls-Royce in the background is Gil Ralph’s 1936 20/25, Chassis No. GTK 20, and the 
photograph is taken near the front entrance to Government House. 
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